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Humberto Ramirez and Cleveland Jazz Orchestra Team Up for 
Evening of Hot Latin Jazz 


CLEVELAND (Oct. 10, 2002) — Virtuoso Latin jazz trumpeter Humberto Ramirez will join the Cleveland Jazz 
Orchestra to present an evening of authentic Latin big band jazz Friday, Oct. 25, at 7:30 p.m. in the Cleveland Museum 
of Art’s Gartner Auditorium. The event is part of the museum’s VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts and is an addition to 
the festival’s schedule. 


Tickets are available at $20 and $17 by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Much of the music to be played in this concert was composed and arranged by Ramirez, a native of Puerto Rico 
and graduate of the Berklee College of Music in Boston. Encouraged by his father, Ramirez first played in a high school 
band in Puerto Rico. He began writing big band arrangements during his senior year and describes his music as "true 
Latin American big band music, not just warmed over big band standards with Latin rhythms." Ramirez has performed 
with Tito Puente’s ensemble as well as Puerto Rico’s leading big bands. He has made 13 recordings, several of which 
have been nominated for a Grammy Award. Ramirez’s recordings include the forthcoming Passions of Latin Jazz (Sony 
International, 2002), Paradise (Sony International, 2002) and Best Friends (with Giovanni Hidalgo, 1999, Sony 
International). 

Featured with Ramirez is the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra (CJO), a nationally acclaimed repertory big band. Many 
CJO members, including music director Jack Schantz, have toured extensively with nationally known ensembles. During 
its nearly 20 years of concert seasons, the band has performed with such artists as Tony Bennett, Joe Lovano, Arturo 
Sandval, Clark Terry, Maria Schneider, Bob Brookmeyer and former Count Basie arranger Sammy Nestico, who said 
during a concert, "This is the best saxophone section I have ever worked with in my life!" 

The CJO has also made several recordings, including Swingin' Together (with Nestico), Traditions (reviewing 
Cleveland's ties to big band jazz history), and Night and Day (with CJO vocalist Barbara Knight). 

This concert is co-sponsored by the Cleveland Museum of Art, the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra and MQ 
Productions. Humberto Ramirez is sponsored by Coca-Cola, Metro Toyota and MQ Productions. The Museum receives 
operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! is provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection is 
world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a pivotal international forum for 
exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its holdings, programs, services and 


events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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